Clinical specialty and organizational features of acute hospital wards.
Ward clinical specialty is a variable which has been largely ignored in studies of nursing organization and effectiveness. Analysis of data collected from a nationally representative sample of 83 acute medical, surgical and orthopaedic hospital wards demonstrates that while wards had similar staffing resources, differences exist in the likelihood of adopting a nursing organizational system with devolved authority, in nurses' views of prevailing hierarchical attitudes, and their perceived influence over a range of organizational features of the ward. Medical wards were more likely to have developed organizational practices associated with increasing nursing autonomy.